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About this Report: 
The purpose of this Annual Report is to communicate to our Member States, key 
stakeholders and the entire Australian Judo community our achievements and performance 
across the reporting period as we strive to promote and develop Judo at all levels. 
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Principal Partner: 
The Judo Federation of Australia would like to acknowledge and thank our principal partner, 
the Australian Sports Commission, for their ongoing support of Judo in Australia. 
 
 
Judo Federation of Australia Members: 
Judo Australian Capital Territory – JFA (ACT) Inc 
Judo New South Wales – JFA (NSW) Inc 
Judo Northern Territory – JFA (NT) Inc 
Judo Queensland – JFA (QLD) Inc 
Judo South Australia – JFA (SA) Inc 
Judo Tasmania – JFA (TAS) Inc 
Judo Victoria – JFA (VIC) Inc 
Judo Western Australia – JFA (WA) Inc 
 
 
Affiliations: 
International Judo Federation 
Oceania Judo Union 
Kodokan – Tokyo Japan 
Australian Olympic Committee 
Australian Commonwealth Games Association 
 
 
Life Members: 
 1. Cliff Duncan (deceased)   QLD  
 2. Andrew Fleming (OAM, deceased) WA 
 3. Dr Ern Knoop    VIC 
 4. Arthur Moorshead (OAM, deceased) VIC  
 5. John Peters (OAM)   NSW 
 6. Ted Ryan (deceased)   QLD  
 7. Suzanne Williams (OAM)  NSW 
 8. John Whipp (AM, CSM)   QLD 
 9. Philip Brain    QLD 
 10. Daryl Payne    SA 
 11. Catherine Brain    QLD 
 12. Maria Pekli    VIC 
 13. John Deacon (OAM)   TAS 
 14. Sam Wright    QLD 
 15. John Dronryp (OAM)   VIC 

16.  Colin Hill    ACT 
17. Midge Hill    ACT 
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President’s Report 
The last year has been one of major progress for the JFA on many fronts. Once again on 
behalf of the JFA, I wish to thank our principal partner the Australian Sports Commission for 
their ongoing support without which this progress wouldn’t have been possible. 
 
I am pleased to report that our registered membership grew by 12% over the last year and 
that the JFA has significantly improved its communication and social media presence.  The 
introduction of live streaming for all of our premier events has opened up Australian judo to 
a world audience. 
 
The enormous progress made by the JFA over the past year is the result of the hard work 
done by our directors, the ongoing support of our state organisations, the countless hours 
contributed by members of our sub committees, coaches and the hard work of our staff. 
 
I wish to thank all of the members of the board for their hard work since the last AGM. 
Shane Alvisio, Nick Papadimitropoulos, Angela Deacon, John Bennett, Kate Corkery and our 
latest appointment Sarah Richardson have all worked very hard at the job of improving the 
governance and performance of the JFA.  
 
During the last year we had the resignation of two of our independent directors, Tania 
Zordan and Belinda Zordan due to changing commitments. I wish to publicly thank them for 
their contributions to the JFA.  The great news is that our Nominations Committee was very 
successful at recruiting outstanding new directors in both Kate Corkery and Sarah 
Richardson. It is great that there are such experienced and talented people that are willing 
to contribute their time and energy to support the development of Judo. I also want to 
thank our Public Officer Daryl Payne for his continued work on behalf of the organisation. 
 
The following highlights from the 2015/16 period have been broken down by key pillars 
from our Strategic Plan: 
 
Governance 

9 In 2014, the ASC recommended 24 important changes to improve governance of the 
JFA. We have now successfully implemented these initiatives and are no longer on 
the ASC Governance watch list. 

9 At a Special General Meeting in June the JFA Inc formally voted to change from an 
Incorporated Association to become a Company Limited by Guarantee entity which 
is the more appropriate legal structure to meet our needs. We are in the process of 
implementing this major change and expect to formally make the transition in late 
2016. 

9 The JFA, in partnership with our Member States, have adopted a 2015-18 Strategic 
Plan and is working on the implementation of its strategic priorities of Governance, 
Performance, Profile and Participation. 

9 The Board has established two highly effective Board sub committees that are 
supporting the work of the JFA. These are the Nominations Committee and the 
Finance Audit and Risk (FAR) Committee. 

9 The JFA has taken steps to dramatically improve its financial reporting and 
budgeting.  A new improved Chart of Accounts came into effect from the 1st of July 
under the guidance of the FAR Committee.  The JFA is now fully compliant with the 
financial reporting and accountability requirements of the ASC. 
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9 Over the past two years the board has reigned in the deficits from over $200,000 to 
an operational loss of circa $90,000. The JFA will continue to work on reducing this 
even further as quickly as possible. 

9 The JFA has progressively been renewing the terms of reference and the 
membership of its operational committees, which are now operating effectively. I 
wish to thank the Chairs and members of all of these committees for their 
contribution. 

High Performance 
9 The JFA ran a very successful National Championships in Geelong in 2016 and has 

now announced that we will be holding the 2017 Nationals in a new facility being 
built for the Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast. The JFA also ran two 
successful events for the Oceania Judo Union this year including the Continental 
Open in Wollongong and the Oceania Championships at the AIS in April.  All of these 
events were very professionally run and the credit must go to the Sports Committee, 
led by Luis Val. 

9 The JFA High Performance team has done a remarkable job of organising 
international competition and training opportunities for our teams, making the best 
possible use of our limited resources. 

9 Again this year our National Selection Committee continued the often thankless task 
of selecting national teams in a very professional and always transparent manner. 

9 Under the High Performance strategic objective, the JFA was successful at qualifying 
seven athletes for the Olympic Games in Rio. This doesn't happen without the hard 
work of lots of individuals, coaches and managers. I am pleased to report that both 
the morale and the performances of our teams have steadily improved over the last 
year. We are very proud of all of our players that were successful at getting to Rio 
and of the ones that gave it their best shot and missed out in what is a very 
competitive and tough process. I encourage them all to keep trying and aiming high, 
even though elite judo is very competitive and can be heartbreaking at times. 

9 The JFA appreciates the hard work and dedication of all of the coaches and 
managers that went away with Australian teams during the year. I had the privilege 
of going to the World Championships in Astana last year and cannot speak highly 
enough of the dedication of the coach Daniel Kelly and the manager John Bennett 
on that trip. I was very proud of the morale and behaviour of our teams. 

9 The JFA is already planning for the development of our players in the lead up to the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and the Commonwealth Games in Durban in 2022 when Judo 
becomes a permanent sport in the Commonwealth Games program. 

Participation 
9 In November 2015 we held a very successful National Club Seminar with over 60 

clubs represented.  We are also in the process of redeveloping our National 
Coaching Accreditation Scheme program.  These are all key strategies to improve 
participation in our sport. 

9 The JFA recently hosted an IJF Academy Level 1 Instructor course in Australia as a 
direct way to improve the knowledge and skills of our coaches under some of the 
world's best coaching educators. 

9 The JFA acknowledges that the elite players don't just happen.  They learn Judo in 
local clubs from local coaches and are supported by our Member States to become 
members of state teams. However, these players don't start judo or get to 



 

Page | 4 
 

tournaments without the support of their parents. It takes a large support network 
including parents, coaches, referees, tournament volunteers, state coaches and 
managers to support every national team member.  A key part of our new Strategic 
Plan is to increase the capacity of our coaches and clubs, without which Judo can't 
grow and develop. 

Profile 
9 The JFA has successfully appointed an independent director with high level skills and 

expertise in marketing and communications to help us to improve our marketing 
and further develop the sport’s profile. 

9 The IJF Educational Tour was a very successful marketing exercise and I wish to 
thank all of the states that supported this tour. The final tour movie produced is 
excellent PR for our sport. 

9 The Live streaming of all of our premier competitions to a worldwide audience has 
also further increased the profile of our sport.  Now our challenge is how to better 
use this to improve our marketing and sponsorship. 
 

I wish to thank our CEO Alex Vallentine who has now been with us for a year and has thrown 
himself into the role with energy and dedication. I also wish to thank all of the other staff 
and volunteers that have worked hard to make this another successful year for the JFA. 

 
 
 
 

Neville Sharpe 
President 
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Chief Executive Officer’s Report 
The 2015/16 year was a very successful one for the JFA, with the organisation continuing to 
positively progress and develop across many key areas. 
 
Having commenced in the CEO role during September 2015, it has been pleasing to see the 
transition the organisation has made in this time and will continue to make into the future. 
 
The JFA Board has continued to develop and deliver the governance reform required for the 
JFA to be a professionally managed, modern and effective national sporting organisation. 
 
In collaboration with our Member States the JFA worked to ensure achievement against our 
2015-18 Strategic Plan. The three key strategic pillars of which are: 

- Increased competitive performance at the highest international levels 
- Increased number and capacity of clubs and overall participation growth for Judo 
- Build and promote the profile of Judo 

 
The JFA had seven athletes qualify for the 2016 Rio Olympic Games which was a very 
significant performance. Well done to all athletes and coaches for making this happen. With 
Rio now behind us, our High Performance planning is already focused on the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games where we will be hoping to have an increased number of athletes qualify 
with medal potential. 
 
It was very encouraging to see our registered membership continue to build across the 
period, now at 5376 members which is a 12% increase on the previous period. 
 
We have also worked hard during the year to improve and increase our digital presence with 
the regular updating of information to the JFA website and more importantly a strong social 
media presence. Our social media connections in particular have increased a significant 40% 
this year and will hopefully continue to grow. 
 
Member Protection has been a strong focus area, with a new National Member Protection 
Policy being endorsed in December 2015. This policy has now been adopted by all Member 
States and along with continued education in this area will see the JFA as a national sport 
well set up to manage any issues as they arise. 
 
Our relationship with the IJF has strengthened this year and it was very rewarding to be able 
to work closely with our International Federation on both the IJF Educational Tour and the 
IJF Academy course, both being held in Australia for the first time. 
 
The OJU Open, OJU Championships and National Championships were certainly the major 
event highlights for the year, well done to the Sports Committee for delivering on each 
occasion.  
 
I’d like to thank the JFA Board, staff, Member States, committees, clubs and volunteers for 
their dedication and commitment to our sport again this year.  
 
I’m looking forward to further developing and sustaining effective relationships with the 
Judo community and working with you all to deliver further key outcomes for our sport. 
 
Alex Vallentine 
Chief Executive Officer 
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High Performance Report 

Within our JFA Strategic Plan we have three strategic pillars, one of which is Performance.  
Our goal under this pillar is to facilitate competitive performance at the highest international 
level, and includes agreed KPI’s, targeting a number of improvements in the overall % of 
international placings.  

As part of our annual reporting process, it is important to reflect on our strategic goals and 
review progress against agreed targets.  One of our targets is to maintain our leading 
position in our own Continental Championships. In the Oceania Championships earlier this 
year, we continued our dominance in the region, with highlights including securing our 7 x 
Olympic berths and winning gold in all 7 x Senior Men’s divisions.   

Our other goals relate to increasing the number of placings we achieve on the international 
competition circuit.  In June this year, Katharina Haecker won our first ever medal in a Grand 
Prix, winning bronze in the Hungarian Grand Prix. We also achieved placings in Grand Slams. 
We secured several direct qualification positions via the World Ranking List for the Rio 
Olympics, which means our elite athletes are achieving much more internationally than just 
winning an Oceania Championship as shown below. 

 Results Summary (July 2015 – June 2016) 

Grand Prix 
Katharina Haecker Hungary, Budapest Jun-16 BRONZE 
 
Grand Slam 
Nathan Katz Japan, Tokyo Dec-15 7th 

Katharina Haecker Japan, Tokyo Dec-15 7th 
 
Continental Opens (Many 5th and 7th results from multiple athletes, all winning a number of 
fights) 
Katharina Haecker Oceania Open, AUS Nov-15 SILVER 
Miranda Giambelli Oceania Open, AUS Nov-15 SILVER 
Josh Katz African Open, TUN Jan-16 BRONZE 
Duke Didier Asian Open, Taipei Jul-15 BRONZE 
 
Senior European Cups 
Miranda Giambelli Germany, Sindelfingen Jul-15 SILVER 
Melanie Wallis Dubrovnik, CRO Oct-15 BRONZE 
Melanie Wallis Malaga, ESP Nov-15 SILVER 
 
Junior World Championships 
Our female team finished 7th for the first time since team tournaments have been included in 
the program. 
 
Angela Deacon  
Director 
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Participation Report 
The JFA now has ‘Participation’ as one of three key strategic pillars and it’s pleasing that we 
have made good progress in this area across the 2015/16 period. 
Our registered membership is now at 5376, which is a 12% increase on the previous year. 
There is still a lot of work to do in this area with our Member States, to ensure all 
participants are being captured as registered members and our national membership 
continues to grow into the future. 
The Australian Sports Commission has acknowledged our new focus on this area of the 
sport, which saw our funding grow from $16,200 to $50,000 during the year which has 
allowed the organisation to do more in this area. 
 
National Club Seminar: 
In November 2015, the JFA hosted the first National Club Seminar in Wollongong. The 
seminar was a combination of presentations and on the mat practical sessions over a three-
day period. The schedule also gave Club Coaches the opportunity to watch the finals 
sessions of the Oceania Championships, which were being conducted simultaneously.  
During the Seminar, we had our own Club Coach colleagues presenting on topics including: 
Large Judo Clubs, Non-Traditional Judo Clubs, Special Needs Judo classes, How to Start a 
Judo Club, Judo in Schools, Judo in Remote Locations and Children’s Judo Clubs.  
The practical sessions were run by international presenter of Children’s Judo, Warren 
Rosser, on appropriate activities and ideas to use back at your own club. We also had guest 
coaches from Japan teaching on Children’s Judo and Kata for Children. 
There were 60 Judo Clubs from around Australia who paid for their own flights and 
accommodation to be involved in the program. Both the JFA and Member States also 
financially assisted, however the largest commitment was from local Coaches and Clubs.  
There was a lot of positive feedback from the event and we have since heard from a number 
of Clubs not involved seeking confirmation when the next National Clubs Seminar will be 
held, which is something we are currently working on. 
 
Judo Clubs Coaches Australia Facebook Page: 
As a result of the positive networking at the National Club Seminar, Greg Cadorin (Illawarra 
International) assisted the JFA in creating a Facebook page for Club Coaches to share good 
news stories, ask for advice and to generally accommodate the sharing of ideas. 
The information shared on this page has ranged from the best app to collect training fees, 
contacts for marketing clubs, specific programs to organise student data, to articles on 
coaching children, sharing of coaching techniques, etc. 
This is an ongoing information sharing resource and of great value to any club coach seeking 
information from their club coach colleagues around the country. 
 
National Club League Ladder: 
The league ladder has now been operational for two years. This ranks registered member 
participation levels of every Judo Club in Australia from the top to the bottom. The concept 
brings alive real participation numbers in Australian Judo Clubs, to encourage clubs to 
ensure their members are registered and to continue growing. 
 
National Star Club Program: 
The Star Club program recognises Judo Clubs for significant club membership. Every Star 
Club receives a framed plaque so they can promote to their existing and potential members 
the success and activity within their own club. 
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The current number of clubs in each category are currently: 
5 STAR Clubs: (greater than 250 members)  1 
4 STAR Clubs: (greater than 100 members)  6 
3 STAR Clubs: (greater than 75 members)  4 
2 STAR Clubs: (greater than 50 members)  9 
1 STAR Clubs:  (greater than 30 members)  33 

 
As a new program, there is still the majority of clubs yet to receive recognition by reaching 
the minimum membership of at least 30 members. We will continue to help Member States 
develop their clubs into the future to continue growing our sport. 
 
National Club Participation Awards: 
In 2015, a National Awards system was introduced to recognise high achievement in club 
membership to be awarded each year. Seven awards are taken direct from the national 
database statistics and 3 are judged.   The award recipients in 2015 were: 
 
Most Outstanding Club:    University of NSW Judo Club - Sydney 
Best 4 Star Club:    Zenbu Judo Club - Sydney 
Best 3 Star Club:    Marrara Judo Club - Darwin 
Best 2 Star Club:     Sydney University Judo Club 
Best 1 Star Club:    Northern Beaches Judo Club - Cairns 
Highest Female (%) Participation: Muchea Judo Club - Perth 
Most Improved (%) Club:  Sang-Rok Judo Club - Port Hedland 
Best Regional Club:    Sang-Rok Judo Club – Port Hedland 
Best Club Dojo:     South Australian Judo Academy – Adelaide 
Best Inspired Club:   Budokan Judo Club - Sydney   
 
IJF Educational Tour: 
This event was coordinated through the National Office, but also required some detailed 
coordination and planning in each location. The tour was launched in Brisbane, to Bamaga 
(Cape York), to Melbourne, to Adelaide (Barossa Valley) and then finally to Sydney, over a 3-
week period. The budget was quite significant if all national and state expenditure is 
considered. A very impressive tour movie is available: https://youtu.be/0AsnMnuj7Eo  
 
National Membership Database: 
The JFA National Membership Database now has six states effectively utilising it and 
continues to develop as a useful tool for the sport. The JFA will continue working with the 
remaining 2 States on implementation, with a goal of having all membership registrations 
nationally occurring via the system as soon as possible. 
 
National Coaching Accreditation Program: 
A national working group was established to redevelop our National Coaching Accreditation 
Scheme, which aims to update and modernise our current coaching accreditation program. 
The hard work in this area continues, with the new program looking to be implemented 
from early 2017. 
 
Shane Alvisio  
Director 
  

https://youtu.be/0AsnMnuj7Eo
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Referee Committee Report 
On behalf of the National Referee Committee, I would to thank the JFA CEO, National Office 
staff and all Referees for their support and commitment over the 2015/16 year.  I also wish 
to thank the State Referee Chairs for their support and the ongoing work in recruiting and 
developing new Referees and consequently improving the standard of refereeing in 
Australia.  
 
I would also like to thank all members of the Referee Committee for their commitment and 
hard work and I am looking forward to another busy but rewarding year ahead.  
 
The Referee Committee members are: 

- Arek Zygmunt  (QLD)  IJF Licence – Chair 
- Trudy Walker  (VIC)   Continental Licence – Committee Member 
- Bob Pearce  (SA)   IJF Licence – Committee Member 
- Lubo Petr  (NSW)   IJF Licence – Committee Member 

 
In June 2016, Trudy Walker advised that she will be taking a ‘leave of absence’ from all Judo 
effective from this date. She has withdrawn from her position on the Referee Committee 
and also as an active Referee. I would like to thank Trudy for her dedication, hard work and 
contribution to the operations of the national committee. I wish her all the best and look 
forward to her return to the committee in the future. 
 
Lubo Petr – 2016 Rio Olympic Referee 
 

Without a doubt the highlight and one of the biggest 
achievements in Australian Judo over the last 12 
months, is the selection of Lubo Petr as one of the 12 
Referees for the Olympic Games in Rio. Lubo has 
been our best performing Referee at the 
international level and he fully deserved his selection.  
 

 
 

 
Referee Promotions  
During the last 12 months the following Referees were promoted by the national Referee 
Committee: 
 

Name State Licence 
Luke Stuart QLD Nat C 
John Panopoulos  NSW NAT C 
Catherine Arscott QLD NAT B 
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Referee Data Collection  
In 2015/2016 we have continued collecting referee data. Now we have data available for 
two reporting cycles and are able to prepare some basic comparisons of these two periods. 
The available data will look to build towards identifying longer term trends, as we look to 
continue data collection. 
 
Last June, we did some initial data analysis and presented results to all Referees at the 2016 
National Championships. Here is a brief summary of our conclusions: 

• An increase in hours of Refereeing  
• An increase in overall Referees activity 
• A greater increase in participation at international events 
• An increase in number of evaluations 
• Only 16% of female Referees 

 
We also identified some areas for immediate improvement: 

• Lift the profile of Refereeing 
• Work on recruitment, clear career path  
• Increase number of candidates for national examination 
• Establish annual JFA Refereeing seminars 
• Distribution of IJF training materials to states 
• Improve Refereeing online resources 

 
Statistics: 
 

General 2015 2016 
Total number of all Referees 91 108 
Total number of female Referees 13 17 
Total number of male Referees 83 92 
% of female Referees 14% 16% 
% of male Referees 86% 84% 
Average age of Referee 48.7 48.8 

 
Licences  2015 2016 
IJF 11 11 
Con 13 13 
OJU A 13 13 
NAT  20 23 
State  34 48 
TOTAL  91 108 

 
Referee Assessments 
The Committee continues with assessments of all Referees attending all international events 
and the National Championships. We record and monitor performance of all participating 
Referees, examine their progress and immediately identify areas for improvement. 
Evaluation scores are one of the main criteria when selecting Referees for all major events.  
In 2015, the SA International Open was added to the list of Referee evaluation events. This is 
good news for all Referees as it gives them another opportunity to gain more valuable 
experience and secure minimum requirements for the selection for National Championships. 



 

Page | 11 
 

2016 Geelong National Championships 
For the 2016 Nationals, 14 Referees were selected. Together with the members of the 
National Committee this gave us five Referees per mat and this number was sufficient, 
however the committee may increase the number of Referees per mat to six in future 
without compromising the expected standard. The Referee Committee selected Referees 
based on their performances at the international open events.  
 
The same CARE system used in 2015 was set up at the 2016 Nationals. The system has 
limited quality and does not provide Referees and the Committee with high quality vision 
needed for accurate technical assessment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IJF Selections & International Events  
Australian Referees maintained a very strong presence at IJF events over the last 12 months. 
The following Referees attended IJF events: 
Lubo Petr & Arek Zygmunt 
 
The following Referees were selected to Referee at 2015 OJU World Cup in Wollongong: 
Bob Pearce  SA International 
Deepali Mistry  NSW International 
Lubo Petr  NSW International 
Christophe Legaud VIC Continental 
Michael Hill  QLD Continental 
 
The OJU Commission members for that event were Carlo Knoester and Arek Zygmunt. The 
strong team of five Referees performed very well and maintained a very high standard of 
Australian Referees. 
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IJF Refereeing and Coaching Seminar – Tokyo, Kodokan 
 

 
 
In January, committee chair Arek Zygmunt attended the annual IJF Refereeing and Coaching 
seminar in Kodokan, Tokyo. 
 
With 35 top events run every year, the IJF is now a well-run and professional organisation. 
One of the main avenues for further improvement of our sport at national level is by running 
annual coach and referee seminars, similar to the ones run internationally. 

Judo is continuously evolving, with rules and their interpretation changing constantly. 
Education is very high on the IJF agenda and they understand the importance of all referees 
and coaches being up to date with the latest rules. Every year all Judo Federations are 
invited to these seminars and most of them send their representatives. 
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These seminars are run in a professional way with the most recent materials used and where 
any updates to rules are presented and discussed. As Judo is one of the most technically 
complex sports, these discussions are invaluable for achieving a common understanding of 
rules and for delivering consistent decisions on the mat. 

The benefits from attending these seminars on the refereeing front are twofold; operational 
and technical levels. Since taking on the role of Referee Committee Chair, I have introduced 
compulsory mini seminars for all referees attending our international events and National 
Championships. Attending IJF seminars and bringing their model to Australia and improving 
our seminars has a direct positive impact on our Referees. Most state Referee Chairs attend 
these seminars, materials are disseminated to states and this ensures that any changes to 
rules and their interpretation are passed on to all levels of refereeing in Australia.  

This year we have introduced annual referee and coach seminars for all Australian Referees. 
Attending IJF seminars has given me the necessary insight on how the top seminars are run. 
It has also allowed me to gather all vital materials and intelligence. These are distributed to 
all states for the benefit of our referees and coaches with the intention of continuous 
improvement of our sport as a whole. 

The IJF seminar is also a once a year opportunity to share experiences with fellow referees 
and administrators, which are later brought back and implemented in Australia. Throughout 
my international career I have built a great network of Judo professionals and attending IJF 
annual seminars allows me to maintain and further develop these networks. 

Arek Zygmunt 
Chair 
Referee Committee 
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National Selection Committee Report 
The National Selection Committee (NSC) is an operational committee of the JFA responsible 
for selecting national athletes, national coaches and, where appropriate, support staff to 
participate in activities related to the JFA’s High Performance (HP) Programme.  
 
The key functions of the NSC include: 
Athletes  x Selection of athletes to participate in certain international competitions, 

overseas training camps and AIS training camps in line with published 
selection criteria 

x Drafting selection criteria for certain international competitions 
x Biannual categorisation of athletes in line with the Australia’s Winning 

Edge (AWE) Categorisation Criteria and the HP Programme 
x Participation in AWE related appeal hearings 
x Participation in HP funding-related decisions 

 
Coaches   
 

x Selection of coaches for the National Coaching Pool 
x Selection of coaches from National Coaching Pool for duties at 

international competitions, overseas training camps and AIS camps 
x Selection of coaches on a discretionary basis outside of the National 

Coaching Pool 
 

Support 
Staff  
 

x Selection of support staff (where required) to be part of HP activities 
(e.g. team managers, team chaperones, official training partners, athlete 
mentors) 
 

Other x Participation in reviews and updates of JFA policies and procedures 
relating to the HP strategy and programme 

x Overseeing updates of National Points Tables for Senior, Junior and 
Cadet divisions 

x Providing input to issues arising from selection or funding of athletes 
 

NSC Committee Members 
Chair Catherine Arscott 
 Kelly Skultety (nee Fong) 
 Catherine Arlove 
 
AWE Categorisation  
Background 
In 2012/2013, the Australian Sports Commission (“ASC”) launched Australia’s Winning Edge 
(“AWE”) as its new 2012-2022 strategy that would inform among other things the allocation 
of financial and other support to the various Australian AWE Sports with a view to lifting the 
level of performance across the board in Australian Sport at benchmark events. 
 
Each National Sporting Organisation, including the Judo Federation of Australia, developed 
their own AWE Guidelines to be eligible for ASC funding and other support.   
 
The JFA published its original AWE Guidelines in late 2014. The JFA has conducted three 
rounds of AWE categorisation in accordance with those original AWE Guidelines (October 
2014, December 2014, June 2015). With each round, the JFA’s approach towards AWE 
categorisation has been refined. 
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Under the original AWE Guidelines, the AWE Panel comprised positions that were largely 
redundant. As the only non-redundant member of the AWE Panel, the NSC conducted the 
June 2015 round of categorisation in consultation with various National Coaches.  
 
Two key lessons emerged from the June 2015 round of AWE Categorisation, specifically: 

x The original JFA AWE Guidelines required a substantial and comprehensive review in 
order to improve clarity and transparency in the assessment criteria, update the 
AWE Panel to remove redundant positions and bring a better balance to the 
categorisation deliberations, tighten the appeal mechanics etc; and 

x The JFA received clear feedback from the ASC that, when compared to other 
Australian Olympic sports, Australian Judo’s recent international results did not 
warrant the number of AWE Categorised athletes (especially in the 2B and 4A 
categories).  

 
AWE Guidelines review 
Accordingly, in late 2015, the NSC, in consultation with the JFA High Performance Team, the 
ASC, members of the new AWE Panel and the JFA Board, conducted a comprehensive and 
careful review of the JFA AWE Guidelines.  
 
The NSC drafted a new set of AWE Guidelines. The NSC published the revised draft AWE 
Guidelines in early December 2015 and invited public comment from the wider Australian 
judo community in December 2015/January 2016 as part of a broad public consultation 
process. 
 
Following this round of public consultation, the new draft AWE Guidelines were updated and 
the NSC published the final revised AWE Guidelines in early February 2016.  
 
Throughout the public consultation process, the NSC specifically and consistently noted: 

“In undertaking this review we have given serious consideration to the current stage 
of development of Australian Judo relative to the international level and the very 
significant challenges facing Australian Judo in achieving the ASC’s AWE 
performance targets at benchmark events (e.g. Olympic Games and Senior World 
Championships).  
We must acknowledge that currently very few Australian athletes will be able to 
contribute to the ASC's demanding AWE performance targets for Judo in the short to 
mid-term future. This acknowledgment is not intended to devalue or diminish the 
hard work, discipline and achievements of many Australian Judo athletes nor the 
contribution of their coaches.  We recognise that to move Australian Judo forward 
we need to determine processes and systems that are relevant to and accurately 
reflect our current stage of development.” 

 
In the March 2016 round, the new AWE Panel applied the new AWE Guidelines (February 
2016 version).  
The new AWE Panel comprised: 

1. Catherine Arscott (Chair) – NSC Chair; 
2. Andrew Pratley – ASC High Performance Officer for Combat Sports;  
3. Daniel Kelly – National Coach appointed for next Benchmark Event (i.e. Rio Olympic 

Games 2016);  
4. Catherine Arlove – NSC Member; and 
5. Kelly Skultety (nee Fong) – NSC Member.  
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This new AWE Panel brought together key stakeholders and substantial judo experience.  
 
In light of the new AWE Guidelines and ASC guidance, there was a substantial reduction in 
the number of categorised athletes in the March 2016 round. This reduction is illustrated by 
the table below: 

Category June 2015 
 

March 2016 

AWE 2B Podium Potential 5 2 
AWE 4A Developing 6 6 
AWE 5A Emerging 33 4 
Non-AWE JFA Category 
5B Potential Emerging 

NA 14 

Sub-totals 44 AWE Categorised 
Athletes 

12 AWE Categorised Athletes 
14 Non-AWE Categorised Athletes 

 
Selection Decisions 
Athletes 
The NSC has selected Athletes for the following events in accordance with published criteria: 

x Senior World Championships 2015 
x Junior World Championships 2015 
x Cadet World Championships 2015 
x AIS Camp September 2015  
x Oceania Open (Wollongong) 2015 
x Oceania Championships (Canberra) 2016 
x IJF Youth Training Camp (Switzerland) 2016 
x Junior Development Tour (Hungary, Poland) 2016 

National Coaches 
The NSC has selected National Coaches for the following events in accordance with 
published criteria following an EOI process: 

x Asian Open 2015 
x Senior World Championships 2015 
x Assistant National Coach for Junior World Championships 2015 
x AIS Camp (September 2015) 
x National Coaches (including Lead National Coach), Personal Coaches for Oceania 

Open 2015 
x Recommendations for Australian Coach and reserve Australian Coach for Rio 

Olympics 2016 
x Pan-American Tour 2016 
x Japan Training Camp for Rio Team 2016 
x IJF Youth Training Camp (Switzerland) 2016 
x Junior Development Tour (Hungary, Poland) 2016 

Support staff 
The NSC has selected Team Managers for the following events in accordance with published 
criteria following an EOI process: 

x Asian Open 2015 
x Senior World Championships 2015 
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x Junior World Championships 2015 
x Cadet World Championships 2015 
x Oceania Open (Wollongong) 2015 
x Oceania Championships (Canberra) 2016 

Acknowledgments 
I wish to thank all of the members of the NSC for their diligence, commitment, 
professionalism and robust debate. Catherine Arlove and Kelly Skultety have both worked 
very hard at the job of improving the quality, transparency and consistency of decisions and 
documentation relating to selection, AWE categorisation and other policy-related decisions. 
They each bring substantial judo knowledge, along with practical experience that benefits 
the NSC from an operational perspective. The NSC’s combined knowledge of the current 
international environment, as well as our athletes and coaches ensures that the NSC is well-
positioned to understand the challenges of the HP environment and to work together as a 
committee. 
 
In respect of the AWE Panel, I wish to thank and acknowledge the contributions of Catherine 
Arlove, Kelly Skultety, Daniel Kelly and Andrew Pratley for their contribution to the AWE 
Panel which is responsible for the AWE Categorisation of our high performing athletes.  
 
I also wish to acknowledge the contribution of members of the various AWE Appeal Panels 
who have determined several AWE Appeals over the last year. These people include 
Stephanie Grant, Andrew Pratley, Martin Kelly, Fiona Iredale, Clare Humberstone, Andrew 
Collett and Andrew Collins. The appeal mechanism is an important one for ensuring fairness 
and transparency in the categorisation process.  
 
Finally, I wish to personally thank and acknowledge the substantial contributions of Angela 
Deacon and Maria Pekli for their incredible support, dedication and ongoing work to 
improve the JFA HP Programme.  
 
On behalf of the NSC, I would like to thank the National Team athletes for their commitment 
and hard work. I also wish to thank the volunteer National Coaches and Team Managers for 
their significant contributions and support for our National Team athletes.  
 
I look forward to working closely with our HP Team, the Australian Sports Commission, our 
Head Coach and the National Coaches in the lead up to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and 
beyond. 
 
Catherine Arscott 
Chair  
National Selection Committee 
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Special Needs Committee Report 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank outgoing Special Needs Committee Chair Stan Munday for his 
work on the SNC in the recent few years. 
 
Welcome to the new look committee, who I know will work together to bring special needs 
judo in Australia in line with mainstream judo. 
 
Those new committee members are: 

- Alan Foley 
- Campbell Dunstan 
- Dawn Santos 
- Paul Reeves 
- Cliff Illingworth; and 
- Graham Anderson  

 
In my first six months as chair, the highlight would have to be playing a small part of the 
biggest JFA Special Needs competition so far.  The National Championships in June 2016 saw 
seven divisions, with participants from four different states. This was watched, enjoyed and 
supported by almost 150 spectators in Geelong.  
 
Going forward, the SNC is committed to ensuring that all coaches and referees are aware 
that they may have to adapt and adjust their techniques to enable all judoka to participate 
in the sport about which we are all passionate.  
 
I look forward to working with the JFA, Member States and affiliated clubs throughout the 
year ahead. 
 
 
Alan Foley 
Chair 
Special Needs Committee 
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Sports Committee Report 
The 2015/16 period was a significant and very busy one for the Sports Committee.    
 
The Committee successfully staged the: 

x 2015 Oceania Open – the biggest international event since the 2000 Olympics 
x 2016 Oceania Championships during April at the AIS in Canberra 
x 2016 National Judo Championships – the largest and best ever Nationals 

 
We have purposefully built our events to a level that is attractive to potential sponsors and 
to professional levels, comparable to what event promoters would deliver.  This has been 
undertaken without compromising on the quality and user friendliness of the events. 
 
Based on feedback from a wide variety of partners and stakeholders, it is strongly evident 
that the JFA has successfully delivered on its core business of successful event management 
while at the same time making inroads to commercialise the sport. 
 
We could not have accomplished so much in the past year without the unwavering support 
from the Sports Committee members and volunteers.  There was also great support from 
the States and the JFA. 
 
I am pleased with the performance of the Sports Committee and look forward to what we 
can achieve working with the broader judo community and our key stakeholders in the 
coming year. 
 
Nationals 
The Sports Committee staged the National Championships in Geelong during June 2016.  
This was the fifth year that the Nationals have been under the control and management of 
the JFA.   This arrangement requires the JFA to undertake all aspects of the event including 
planning, organising, marketing and staging of the National Championships. 
 
Overall, the Nationals over recent years have continually improved and matured with the 
constant setting of higher benchmarks.  Feedback received from stakeholders is in the main 
complimentary and positive.   The Committee will strive to set higher standards within the 
confines of budget, while ensuring the event is fit for purpose.  
 
The JFA built on last year’s event: 

x with enhanced lighting presentation for the senior finals and teams event 
x by consolidating the big screens that provide better user experiences for both the 

athletes and spectators 
x by utilising experienced hard working volunteers and officials 
x by extending the dignitary program with government and corporate presence 
x with electronic marketing supported by radio advertising and newspaper coverage 

that provided exposure of the event and continued to expose and brand our event.  
All of which is taking the sport to a higher level of professionalism 
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Some of the highlights and observations from the 2016 National Championships include: 
x the 2016 Nationals were the best ever staged. The event went smoothly and was 

well presented, with complimentary feedback from numerous stakeholders 
x this year was the biggest by way of player numbers with over 800 entries and 330 

medals (322 medals last year) being awarded: 
o Victoria had a huge increase in their entries 
o All States, except NSW and ACT, increased entries 

x NSW firmly consolidated its long standing supremacy and championship crown 
securing 35% of all the medals, tallying an impressive 116 medals (42 gold, 30 silver 
& 44 bronze) 

x Victoria followed NSW in the medal tally again this year with 78 medals (20 gold, 22 
silver & 36 bronze) 

x NSW dominated all divisions except the seniors, special needs and masters divisions   
x The Geelong venue that was secured was of a high class and well suited the event 
x Enhanced presentation of the event through lighting, music and announcing was 

used to enhance both the athlete and the spectator experience. The presentation 
was further enhanced during the teams event and seniors finals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Marketing and Sponsorship 
The marketing and communication focus needs to be continued and enhanced to capitalise 
with broader marketing initiatives to increase spectator attendance from both within the 
judo community and from the general public.  A strategic approach is required including the 
possible rebranding of our event products. 
 
Additionally, the evolution of the nationals has provided a strong foundation to allow 
planning and engagement with stakeholders, contractors and possible corporate partners.  
As yet we have not fully maximised the full potential of the nationals to attract broader 
‘supplier agreements’ or sponsorship arrangements.   Sponsorship and marketing of the 
event needs to be seriously explored to maximise potential revenue streams and broader 
reach to the general community. 
 
Oceania Judo Union (OJU) Oceania Open 
The Sports Committee’s major venture during the reporting period was planning and staging 
of the 2015 OJU Oceania Open, which was held during November 2015 at the WIN 
Entertainment Centre in Wollongong.  The Oceania Open was the biggest international 
event contested on Australian soil since the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games.   
 
According to IJF records there were 191 athletes (131 males and 60 females) from 39 
countries including athletes from Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania and Pan-America.   This event 
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attracted many national federations who were mainly seeking crucial Olympic qualification 
points for their athletes in the lead up to the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
 

 
 
Great Britain topped the medal tally and the Australian team came away with 2 silver 
medals.   The silver medalists were Katharina Haecker (63kg) and Miranda Giambelli (78kg).  
 
This was the second time that Australia hosted the Oceania event and once again the Sports 
Committee had responsibility for organising the event.  This event was by far the most 
challenging with multiple international teams, multiple stakeholders, including the OJU, and 
associated logistical transportation and accommodation arrangements.    
 
Additionally, there were a number of marketing activities to promote the event and it is also 
worthwhile noting that there was substantial OJU liaison to ensure mutual expectations 
were met in running the event. 
 
The hard work paid off with international teams complimenting the organisation and 
comparing it favorably against other well established international events.   The OJU 
Executive also provided positive feedback.  
 
Through running international events, the JFA has enhanced its reputation with the acumen 
to host larger scale international events on Australian soil. 
 
OJU Oceania Championships 
Additionally, the Sports Committee undertook the planning and staging of the 2016 Oceania 
Championships in April at the AIS in Canberra.   This was an important competition for the 
region’s athletes as most were either confirming their position for the Rio Olympics or 
seeking valuable points to secure their ranking to be selected for the Olympics. 
 
According to IJF records there were senior 62 athletes (38 males and 24 females) from 
9 countries.   The event also included cadets, junior men/women, kata and veterans 
competitions. 
 
Australia dominated the event - in the seniors Australia was awarded 47% of all the medals 
and 85% of the gold medals. 
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The event ran smoothly, however, spectator seating was not ideal and there were some 
operational issues. 
 

   
 
 
Sports Code 
The Sports Committee undertook a number of reviews of the JFA Sporting Code with 
amendments being endorsed by the JFA. 

 
Acknowledgement 
Acknowledgement needs to be given to the numerous people that helped out in running and 
staging JFA endorsed events during the year.   Without all the volunteers and officials, the 
JFA could not have undertaken these big and successful events. 
 
A special acknowledgement and recognition needs to be made to Sports Committee 
members who put in countless days in planning and conducting these events.  With the 
number of events being run, it is becoming clearer that the Sports Committee needs greater 
support. 
 
State and other activities 
Sports Committee members continue to work at the State level in various capacities 
depending on local circumstances.   Sports Committee members assisted in running some 
major State events and this assistance will continue in collaboration with the States. 
 
Membership 
The Sports Committee is working well as a team.  With the JFA now having overall 
governance and management for the Nationals and other international events, the Sports 
Committee is undertaking a key JFA role. 
 
Luis Val 
Chair 
Sports Committee 
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2016 National Grading Committee Report 
After a JFA review of operational committees it was determined that the former National 
Grades, Kodokan & Kata Committee be reconstituted as the National Grading Committee.   
 
At the conclusion of the selection process via the Nominations Committee the following 
members were selected: 

- Mr Akira Yamada - Kodokan 7th Dan 
- Mr Frank Dando - 7th Dan 
- Mr John Whipp - 7th Dan 
- Mr Michael Picken - 6th Dan 
- Mr Alan Broadhead - 6th Dan & Chair 

 
The key purpose of the National Grading Committee (NGC) is the oversight of the National 
Grading system, on behalf of the JFA. 
 
The NGC held a successful National Forum with State/Territory Presidents and Grading 
Authorities in June at Geelong. The forum had an agenda to explain the role of the NGC, 
introduce a draft NGC Charter, explain the roles of State/Territory Grading Authorities and 
most importantly to discuss & seek out relevant information to update our National Grading 
Policy. Each representative had the opportunity to speak to the forum as well as raise 
matters or ask questions. All NGC members were in attendance and the Forum provided a 
pro-active platform for everyone present to have their say. 
 
Following the Forum, the NGC met in Melbourne to start the big task of updating the 
National Grading Policy, as well as finalise the National Grading Committee Charter. 
 
The NGC continues to communicate with State/Territory Grading Authorities to answer 
many policy and process matters. 
 
As explained at the national forum, the NGC is striving to maintain the integrity of our Dan 
Grading system, ensuring it reflects IJF standards. The NGC appreciates the mutual respect 
and willingness of the State/Territory Grading Authorities to work together to provide these 
opportunities for members. 
 
The NGC continues to note the need for State/Territory Grading Authorities to adhere to the 
policy criteria and ensure that applications are fully completed, vetted against the criteria 
and signed off before forwarding to the NGC. 
 
Similarly, the NGC is working hard to redraft national policy and have it published for 
member reference in this next cycle. 
 
2016 has been a year of redefining the role and charter of the NGC, informing members of 
the new framework as well as seeking input from them to continue to update our national 
grading policy.  
 
The NGC would like to acknowledge the strong working relationship & support of our CEO 
Alex Vallentine and Cathy Potter throughout this year. 
 
Alan Broadhead 
Chair 
National Grading Committee 
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National Kodokan Committee Report 
The JFA is one of only a few organisations in the world given responsibility to screen and 
recommend suitable Kodokan Dan promotions up to 6th Dan on behalf of the Kodokan Judo 
Institute in Tokyo, Japan. 
 
The criteria for promotion, reflects the traditional Japanese system and is slightly different 
to our IJF and JFA promotions system. 
 
The National Kodokan Committee (NKC) is recommended by the JFA, every 2 years, to the 
Kodokan, who then accept or reject nominations via their Deliberations Committee. To be 
eligible to nominate for this committee, members must be a minimum of Kodokan 5th Dan. 
 
In May this year the following members were endorsed onto the NKC by the Kodokan: 

- Mr Akira Yamada – Kodokan 7th Dan & Chair 
- Mr Alan Broadhead – Kodokan 6th Dan & Secretary 
- Mr Michael Picken – Kodokan 5th Dan 
- Ms Janet Lambert – Kodokan 5th Dan 
- Mr Morgan Endicott-Davies – Kodokan 5th Dan 

 
The NKC has worked with our CEO, Alex Vallentine, to streamline the national Kodokan 
application process. The application form is now online, using the Kodokan template, via the 
Judo Federation of Australia website. 
 
It is the aim of the NKC to further inform and educate members of this opportunity and 
process in the future. 
 
Alan Broadhead 
Secretary 
National Kodokan Committee 
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Board of Management 
 
Robert Ivers - President 
Nigel Fricker - Vice President  
Kathy Meyer - Councillor  
Daniel Forman - Councillor  
Leon McIndoe - Councillor  
Richard Sharpe - Treasurer  
Rob Maurency - Black Belt Register  
 
 
Staff 
 
Phil McDermott (Budo Sports Management) 
 
 
2015/16 Highlights 
 

x Our Judo NSW Membership exceeded 
1800 in June 2016 representing a +7% 
growth rate on last year’s results 

 
x 116 total National Medals - 42 Gold (up 

20%!) – 30 Silver & 44 Bronze 
 

x Three athletes (Josh Katz, Nathan Katz, 
Miranda Giambelli) and one referee 
(Lubo Petr) selected to participate at 
the 2016 Rio Olympics 

 
 
 

Overview of the Year 

Judo NSW’s overall strategy focuses on Membership along 
with Achievement & Participation (our MAP) to develop and 
grow Judo in NSW. 

MEMBERSHIP - We are the only ‘large’ Australian state 
where our Judo population (33%) exceeds our overall per 
capita population (32%).  There were six new clubs 
developing solid memberships and contributing to Judo 
NSW’s overall Membership growth. 

NSW featured strongly in the national JFA Star Club Awards 
program with three (UNSW, Zenbu & Budokan) of the top 5 
clubs from NSW. 

ACHIEVEMENT - NSW continued to perform strongly at the 
national level with 116 medals - 42 Gold (up 20%!)  – 30 
Silver & 44 Bronze.  Budokan (Club) ranked 5th overall 
(compared to states) as the largest club medal taker. 

We have been recognised at national government level for 
contribution to the community and judo including Dr. 
Michael Briers (AO), and Mr Bruce Fagan (OAM).  

PARTICIPATION - We conducted over 120 events in 
FY2015/16 including city & regional tournaments, camps & 
coaching seminars. 

Our 2015 Sydney International saw increased Participation 
with 400+ Entries (up 23%!!) Increased spectators (500+) and 
sponsorship & promo focus (up 66%). 

Many NSW members continue to participate in national and 
higher leadership roles - Shane Alvisio & Angela Deacon 
(national JFA Board Directors), Alan Broadhead (National 
Grading Committee & Kodokan Committee) and Morgan 
Endicott-Davies (Kodokan Committee), Alan Foley, Cliff 
Illingworth & Campbell Dunstan (Special Needs Committee), 
Rob Ivers & Peter Herrmann (Oceania Judo Union Executive), 
Lubo Petr (Referee Committee) and Dr Xanne Janse de Jong 
on the Sports Science Advisory Committee. 
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Management Committee (Board) 
Paul Nelson (President / Chair) Carl Conran (Vice president), Sam 
Manu (Treasurer), Zel Goldman (Executive Officer / Secretary), 
Michael Creedy, Kevin Murphy, Jim Stackpoole.  In 2016, Garry 
West-Bail replaced Sam Manu and Paul Debrincat replaced 
Michael Creedy. 
The Board has moved toward the adoption of standard company 
practice where possible to allow better visibility and reporting and 
to give confidence our affairs are well run. 
Office and human resources 
We benefited from two part-time employees during the year; 
Carolyn McCauley State Administrator and Anna Rasmussen 
Administration Officer. Many members continue to make 
extensive contact with the office staff for information and 
guidance and express appreciation of this service. Staff work from 
an office within the Government Sports House in Brisbane. We 
continue to rely on volunteer committees and resources for most 
activities including delivery of technical education, club and state 
competitions. 
Finance 
The audited statements reported a surplus of $5,531 which was 
within $500 of the budget set by the Board for the 2014-15 
reporting year.  The turnover of $213,798 indicated a strong 
activity level, however fixed costs are around 80% of income. 
Membership   
The 2015 calendar year finished with 45 member clubs and 945 
individuals. There was a downward trend in individual registration 
income which the directors attribute to approximately 400 
individuals using the 3-month membership option which is 
designed to offset the cost of beginning judo. 
Coaching 
The Coaching Accreditation Committee delivered four NCAS 
courses in 2015 at Pine Rivers, Townsville, Inala & Cairns.  The 
attendance for each course averaged between 12-18 members. 
Refereeing 
Refereeing maintained a strong profile throughout the state with 
beginner’s courses held at Pine Rivers, Townsville and Innisfail.  
Queensland referees & coaches attended the Oceania Seminar 
held in Sydney in September by Juan Carlos Barcos (IJF referee 
chair) and received up to the minute world level instruction. 
Two referees gained national level; Rene Fuger at the QLD Open 
and Catherine Arscott at the SCIO. 
 

Dan Grades and Kata  
The following members were graded to Shodan (Black Belt):  
x Chloe Raynor, Ohori Club 
x Rory Eiffe ,Bulimba Club 
x Andrew Bell, Bulimba Club 
x Sebastian Murphy, University of Queensland Club 
Kata seminars and competitions were held at the Queensland International Open 
(QIO) and the State Championships in 2015. The QIO event surpassed expectation 
with 40 participants benefiting from tuition by Takayuki Yokoyama, a 4-time world 
nage-no-kata champion. 
Competitions 
The Board worked consistently to present a calendar of sanctioned club events 
throughout Queensland.  This is seen as fundamental to membership and the role of 
the Association in promoting club judo. 
The 2015 State Championships held in Innisfail were a highlight for the Association.  
Clubs from all over the North and 7 from the South converged on Innisfail, 
highlighting the resurgence of the Innisfail club.  The event featured on WIN 
television and local press and was presented by around 50 volunteers. 
Teams events were also promoted by the Board with successful events held at the 
University of Queensland, Enoggera Bowls Club by the Arana Hills Club and a 
colourful North versus South match at the State Titles, won resoundingly by the 
North! 
IJF Educational Tour  
In April 2016 an IJF media contingent arrived in Brisbane to start the Australian IJF 
Educational Tour. The tour began with a beginners class for 10 Brisbane State High 
School girls, hosted at QLD Parliament. Three National Champions delivered the 
lesson; Tabitha Croton, Yumiko Hayashi and Ellen Wright. The IJF tour then travelled 
to Bamaga around 3,000km north of Brisbane to our most remote club and found 
that judo had first commenced there in the 1960s and was a sport that brought all 
five culturally diverse communities together. 
State Team 
There were 56 players from all over Queensland represented at the 2016 
Nationals who made 71 entries (down 7 from 2015) and competed in 200 
matches at a win rate of 57%, resulting in 36 medals. Coaches were: Toshi 
Nakamura, Carl Conran, Kevin Murphy, Srdjan Andjelkovic, Yumiko Hayashi, Chris 
Swalwell, Karl Michaelis and Paul Nelson.  Managers were: Anna Rasmussen, Carl 
Conran, Paul De Brincat and Assistants: Chris Bruschi and Geoff 
Watson. Queenslanders officiating were: Arek Zygmunt, National Referee 
Committee Chair and Maurie Mirabito as a Kata Judge. 
Awards 
The Board voted seven Spirit of Judo Club Awards in 2015 for clubs which promoted 
judo values, association policies and had strong performance in membership, event 
participation or hosting, volunteering, and member participation in teams and 
competition. 

x Innisfail 
x Shogun Hills 
x Isshindokan 
x Northern Peninsula 
x Northern Beaches 
x University of Queensland 
x Inala PCYC 
Michael Hill was voted an Honorary Life Member at the 2015 AGM. 
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Executive Officers 
 
Simon Read – President 
Carlo Knoester - Vice President  
Robert Tichelaar - Treasurer 
Dae-in Cha - Secretary 
 
 
2015/16 Highlights 
 

x 44% Membership Growth; to 763 
members as at 30th June 2016, up from 
529 as at 30th June 2015 

 
x 49 National Medals; 14 Gold, 17 Silver 

and 18 Bronze 
 

x 1 Olympian; Darcina Manuel, albeit 
competing for New Zealand, is a long 
standing and valued member of Judo 
WA and was selected to compete at the 
Rio Olympics in the U57kg division  

 
 
 

Overview of the Year 
 

x Robert Tichelaar was awarded Life 
Membership at the 2015 AGM 

 
x Membership increased 44% from 529 

members as at 30th June 2015 to 763 as 
at 30th June 2016 

 
x 3 new clubs were established and 

affiliated to JWA during the year 
 

x Implementation of the JFA IMG national 
membership database 

 
x Implementation of a 3-year Strategic 

Plan with the assistance of DSR 
 

x IJF Level 1 coaching accreditations were 
awarded to Calvin Knoester and Celeste 
Knoester in January 2016, with a further 
2 JWA members, Peter Woollons and 
Jacob Read, completing their IJF Level 1 
in July 2016 

 
x 6 JWA members were selected to 

represent Australia at the 2015 World 
Championships for their respective age 
levels – Owen Roberts-Mok, Patrick 
Tichelaar, Lucas Revell, Calvin Knoester, 
Paul Kendrick and Simon Read 
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2015/16 Summary 
 
The 2015 – 2016 year was a busy and 
prosperous one for Judo Victoria Incorporated. 
JVI can look back on many successes, at many 
different levels.  
 
At the elite level, JVI wishes to congratulate 
Victorians Jake Bensted, Eoin Coughlan and 
Katherina Haecker on representing Australia at 
the Rio Olympics. Simply making it to the 
Olympics in judo is a triumph in itself, requiring 
arguably more dedication and tougher 
discipline than a great many other sports. All 
three athletes should take tremendous pride in 
joining the elite Honour Roll of Victorian 
Olympians! 
 
This year the Australian Judo Championships 
were held in Victoria, at the Geelong Arena. The 
event was a big success – who could forget the 
tremendous bouts under lights in the Teams 
Tournament! The Nationals gained very good 
press coverage, and we were honoured by a 
visit from the Melbourne Consul-General of 
Japan, Ms Kyoko Haneda.  
 
 
 

At a grass roots level, there is only good news to 
report on Victorian Judo. JVI has seen a steady 
growth in memberships over the last year. 
Increasing numbers of young coaches starting 
new clubs has seen much vibrant activity in JVI 
Clubs. It has been pleasing to see a growing 
number of clubs hosting inter-club competitions 
and workshops. I believe the friendly 
interaction between our clubs and coaches is a 
great indicator of the health of Victorian Judo at 
present.    
 
The immediate future for JVI looks very bright 
also. JVI is introducing three key initiatives to 
further boost numbers of judo practitioners and 
help make judo more rewarding for our 
members. The three initiatives are to place a big 
emphasis on introducing team tournaments, at 
local JVI tournaments and at the Melbourne 
International Open, the introduction of a Club 
Incentive Programme which will reward clubs 
for growth and achievement, and the 
introduction of a Schools Club Programme, 
which will involve schools in judo.  
 
Congratulations to all members of JVI, judoka, 
coaches, athletes, volunteers and parents who 
have helped make the past year such a positive 
one! 
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Board of Management 
 
Kevin Knox - President 
Mark Skanes - Treasurer  
Meera Verma - Secretary 
Ben Wollinski – Director 
Kieran Turnbull – Director 
Anne Strong – Director 
Paul Strong – Director 
Ed Colliver – Appointed Director  
Dante Roccisano – Appointed Director  
 
 
Hon. Admin Officer 
 
Dana Watts 
 
2015/16 Highlights 
 

x In July 2015, 7 JudoSA members 
attended the Summer Course at the 
Kodokan (Tokyo) with 4 attending the 
Kata Master Class and 5 attended the 
Techniques Course 

 
x In June 2016, 28 Judoka represented 

South Australia at the National Titles, 
securing 7 Gold, 4 Silver and 6 Bronze 
medals 

 

Overview of the Year 
 
As at 30 June 2016, JudoSA had 16 active clubs 
with 487 members, including 18 Life Members, 
215 Senior and 254 Junior Members. 
 
Notable achievements  
JudoSA was selected to host part of the IJF 
Educational Tour in the Barossa Valley with 
great support from 7 Judo Clubs, the event 
attracted local school children and great 
support from the local community. The Mayor 
and Member of Parliament opened the event 
and were both positive in supporting the 
establishment of a new Judo club in the Barossa 
Valley. 
 
Life Members 
Life membership was conferred on Chris and 
Harry Hustig at the August 2015 AGM. 
 
Performance against strategy 
Major steps in improving governance were 
achieved with a change in the governance 
model and the appointment of three Board 
Committees – Nominations, Governance and 
Finance, Risk and Audit. 
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2015/16 Summary 
The 2015-16 year was a challenging one for 
Judo NT and certainly a steep learning curve 
for the new committee. 
 
Judo NT sent the largest team to the 2016 
Nationals in the last 10 years, which is very 
pleasing. The national medals won were 
just an added bonus! 
 
This period saw the establishment of a new 
club in Alice Springs which is a fantastic 
outcome. Judo NT would like to thank the 
NT Government for their funding and 
support. 
 
Katherine Judo Club has also been 
progressing slowly but positively and it’s 
great to see the sport growing outside the 
capital city of Darwin. 
 

5 Judo NT members attended the 2015 
National Club Seminar in Woolongong, 
which was a great experience and they have 
also had their NCAS accrediations updated. 
 
We currently have many Junior players 
coming through the ranks, however the 
seniors struggle to maintain these numbers, 
something we are certainly working on 
changing. 
 
2015-16 was a year of consolidation for 
Judo NT and the committee and our clubs 
look forward to now progressing and 
developing positively into the future. 
 
We’d like to thank the JFA for their support 
and assistance during the year. 
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EXECUTIVE 
President – Midge HILL 
Secretary – Neil HAYES 
Treasurer – Peter CHUNG 
 
COMMITTEE 
Colin HILL 
Ann HILL 
Robyn HAYES 
Adam CALWAY 
John GRIFFIN 
 
SUB - COMMITEES 
Registrar – John FAIRHALL 
NCAS – Ann HILL 
Referee – Ashley HAYES 
Grades – Luis VAL 
MPIO – Anthony TATE 
Anti-Doping – Robyn HAYES 
 
2015/16 Highlights 

x Membership at 30 Jun 2016 comprised 
seven Life Members and 426 financial 
members; an increase of 59 members 
from the previous year 

x 3 players from the ACT represented 
Australia at 2016 Oceania 
Championships 

x Colin Hill and Midge Hill were awarded 
Life Membership of the JFA 

 

Overview of the Year 
 

x For the reporting period, Judo ACT had 
6 registered clubs in the ACT 

 
x The 2016 ACTIO was again very 

successful with 407 competitors 
competing 

 
x Judo ACT clubs also held several strong 

tournaments throughout the year 
 

x The Grade Commission convened 
panels and assessed a small number of 
applicants on two separate DAN 
gradings.  These gradings were at the 
YON DAN level and at the SHO DAN 
levels and all grading were successful 

 
x Six club and State level referees are 

active in the ACT. Two of these are 
representing at a National level with 
one representing at Oceania level 
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2015/16 Summary 
 
The year started off with the Devonport Judo 
Club Competition held on the 3rd of April. 
It was a professionally run competition with 2 
Victorians travelling over to compete. The 
Victorians attendance is a result of Judo 
Tasmania updating their website more often. 
 
Then in May the State Titles were held at the 
Bridgewater PCYC Judo Club. It was a good 
competition however very low in senior 
numbers. On the bright side there was a senior 
women’s over 78kg pool, which is excellent. 
 
This year Tasmania had one of its largest teams 
in recent years, consisting of 21 members, at 
the National Championships. Tasmania did well 
coming back with 10 medals and we were one 
of only three states to enter a Team in the 
Teams Competition at the Championships. 
 
The Melbourne International Open saw 3 
Tasmanians compete, with one member 
returning with 2 medals. 
 
The State ran a successful Coaching Seminar 
during the year with coaches from all over the 
State coming together at the Ginkan Judo Club 
in the North of the State. 

The Sydney International Open saw 5 
Tasmanians compete with 2 members winning 
medals & another making it through to the 
Bronze Medal fight. On the same weekend at 
the referee seminar, Tasmania was well 
represented with 2 men and 2 young women 
attending. 
 
The State has recently purchased crash mats for 
the clubs around the state to improve safety. 
 
Judo Tasmania now has its own Facebook page, 
which has been going well. You can find us via 
https://www.facebook.com/judotasmania/  
 
A number of clubs, in particular the North West 
clubs, have grown through the use of Social 
media. For example, Devonport has had judoka 
from South Korea, Estonia & Queensland come 
and train with the club whilst on their holiday. 
 
The Northern clubs have had an increase in 
stories in the local newspaper, which has 
helped grow the interest in local judo. 
 
Some of the clubs have also been organising 
Judo lessons for school & youth groups. This has 
been excellent for promoting judo & increasing 
the clubs’ membership. 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/judotasmania/
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2015/16 
Financial Statements 






























